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• Discuss Basic History of Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)

• Discuss Alabama Emergency Response Commission 
• Discuss Basic EPCRA Reporting Requirements
• Overview of E-Plan and Tier2Submit
• Discuss How First Responders Use Tier II Data
• Discuss Emergency Releases

Objectives



1976: Resource 
Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA)

• Established controls over 
hazardous waste from 
generation to disposal

• Toxic Substances Control 
Act (TSCA) provides EPA 
authority to make controls 
on toxic chemicals

1980: Comprehensive 
Environmental 
Response, 
Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA)

• aka: Superfund

• Addressed dangers of 
hazardous waste dumps & 
created trust fund to finance 
emergency response

1986: Superfund 
Amendments and 
Reauthorization 
Act (SARA)

• aka: EPCRA

• Title III of SARA focuses 
on Emergency Planning 
and Community Right-
to-Know

Basic EPCRA Timeline



History: Bhopal, India- December 3, 1984

Union Carbide pesticide plant 

Methylisocyanate gas (MIC)= highly poisonous gas

More than 30 tons of MIC released

Over 500,000 people exposed

 Final death toll varies, but is estimated to be over 
16,000 people

 Bhopal is still suffering to this today



Institute, West Virginia- August 11, 1985 

•Union Carbide manufactured 
and stockpiled MIC 

• 4,000 lbs of toxic chemicals 
were released

•~136 people hospitalized 



Purpose of EPCRA

•Help communities prepare to respond to chemical 
emergencies

• Increase the Public’s knowledge of the types of chemicals and 
releases that are at individual facilities

•Empower responders to use the information to improve 
chemical safety and protect the public and environment

•Create State Emergency Response Commissions (SERCs)



Alabama Emergency Response Commission (AERC) 
Roles/Contacts:

ADEM

 EPCRA Data Repository

 Beth Woodfin- 334-394-4306 / 
beth.woodfin@adem.alabama.gov

ADEM Emergency Response Questions

Grady Springer- 334-260-2717 / 
gspringer@adem.Alabama.gov

AEMA

Appoint and supervise LEPCs

 Emergency Planning Districts

 Emergency Plan 
Preparation/Implementation

 Reginald Marshall- 205-280-2284 / 
reginald.marshall@ema.alabama.gov

mailto:beth.woodfin@adem.alabama.gov
mailto:gspringer@adem.Alabama.gov
mailto:reginald.marshall@ema.alabama.gov


2016-Shelby County, AL

•Colonial Pipeline

•Multiple gasoline leaks 

•Multiple injuries + fatalities

•Gas shortages across the 
Southeastern U.S.



2017-McIntosh, AL

•Olin Corp

•Chlorine release

•Multiple releases since 2010

• Exposure sends some First 
Responders & community 
members to hospital



• Are you attending LEPC meetings?
• Are hospitals and other community organizations 

educated on the chemical hazards at your facility?
• Does your community know what to do during 

emergencies?

Consider:



SARA Title III Sections & Terms

• 302- Extremely Hazardous Substance (EHS) Notification 

• 303- Designate a Facility Emergency Response Coordinator 
who participates in local emergency planning process

• 304- Emergency Release & Continuous Release Notifications

• 311- Hazardous Chemical Safety Data Sheet (SDS)

• 312- Hazardous Chemical Inventory- Tier II Reporting

• 313- Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)

Emergency 
Planning

Emergency 
Release

Hazardous 
Chemical 
Storage

Toxics Release 
Inventory



Reporting Requirements: Extremely Hazardous Substance (EHS)

40 CFR Part 355, Appendix A and B

Submit EHS Notifications in a .pdf to AL312@adem.alabama.gov

mailto:AL312@adem.alabama.gov


Emergency Release & Continuous Release Notifications

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/cercla-and-epcra-continuous-release-reporting#epcra

Submit ERN & CRN Written Follow-Up Reports to: 
AL312@adem.alabama.gov

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/cercla-and-epcra-continuous-release-reporting#epcra
mailto:AL312@adem.alabama.gov


Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)



Section 311/312: OSHA Hazardous Chemicals

• Send .pdfs of Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and if using 
Tier2Submit, submit .t2s file to: AL312@adem.alabama.gov

mailto:AL312@adem.Alabama.gov


What is a Tier II Report?

• “Emergency and Hazardous Chemical Inventory forms” 

•Due by March 1st

•Used to help agencies plan for and respond to chemical 
emergencies

•Over 3,600 facilities filed Tier II reports in Alabama for 2018



Every county in Alabama has 5
or more of these facilities 
present



Alabama’s Tier II Data by 
County



Water Supply and Irrigation Systems
NAICS Code: 221310

• FY 2017: 153
• FY 2018: 128



•Chlorine (AKA):
• Sodium Hypochlorite Solution 
•Calcium Hypochlorite 

• Ferric Sulfate

•Hydrofluorosilicic Acid

•Muriatic Acid

• Phosphoric Acid

• Potassium Permanganate 

• Sulfuric Acid

Chemicals common to drinking water facilities



First Responder tools for managing 
data

•E-Plan is an online database 

•CAMEOfm is a computer software 
program that is used to import .t2s 
files

•The AERC uses both programs for 
their ease of use and for the many 
tools within them



Tier II reporting options for submission to the AERC:

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-submit-softwarehttps://tier2.erplan.net/onlinefiling/filingLogin.htm

OR

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-submit-software
https://tier2.erplan.net/onlinefiling/filingLogin.htm


What is Tier2Submit?

•Form generator 
software by EPA

•Users create an 
encrypted file and 
must submit it 
separately

•Free to download

•Software updated 
yearly and must be re-
downloaded





What is E-Plan?

•Online database 

•Allows secure online 
submission

• Small fee for the 
facility

•Data saved from 
year-to-year 

• Free for First 
Responders for 
EPCRA purposes



Common filing errors/reminders:

Tier II Reporting:
• Due by March 1st (anything after is late!)
• State Fields: Master ID and E-mail address
• Accuracy issues (spelling, lat/long, naming consistency)
• Obtain proof-of-receipt from each entity (all EPCRA 

documents)

Section 302/304/311: 
• Remember to include the Master ID, type of report and 

facility name in the subject line of e-mail submissions



Agencies and their corresponding EPCRA documents

•Safety Data Sheets
•Tier II ReportsFire Department

•Extremely Hazardous Substance Notifications
•Emergency Release Notifications
•Safety Data Sheets
•Tier II Reports

Local Emergency 
Planning Committee 

(LEPC)

•Extremely Hazardous Substance Notifications
•Emergency Release Notifications
•Safety Data Sheets
•Tier II Reports
•Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)

Alabama Emergency 
Response 

Commission (AERC)



America’s Water Infrastructure Act 2018:
• This law requires community (drinking) water systems to develop or update risk 

assessments and emergency response plans (ERPs)



Inside E-Plan: 
First Responder View



E-Plan Facility Visual Search

•Can search within a mile radius (1-200) 
around specific location

• # of Tier II facilities near this building:
• 1 Mile: 1 facilities
• 2 Miles: 14 facilities
• 3 Miles: 30 facilities
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E-Plan has many ways to search 
for data
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E-Plan can do plume modeling for 519 chemicals

https://plume.erplan.net/eplume/helps/E-PlanChemicalPlumeMappingTrainingManual.html

https://plume.erplan.net/eplume/helps/E-PlanChemicalPlumeMappingTrainingManual.html


Resources

• ADEM’s SARA Title III Webpage: http://adem.alabama.gov/MoreInfo/saraIII.cnt

• Tier2Submit: https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-submit-software

• Tier2Submit Tutorial: https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-submit-tutorial

• E-Plan: https://erplan.net

• E-Plan Users Guide: 
https://erplan.net/news/Tier2SubmitUsersGuide/UsersGuide.html

• EPA’s EPCRA Site: https://www.epa.gov/epcra

• Chemical Safety Board: 

• Reflections on Bhopal After Thirty Years

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=29&v=HZirRB32qzU

http://adem.alabama.gov/MoreInfo/saraIII.cnt
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-submit-software
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-submit-tutorial
https://erplan.net/
https://erplan.net/news/Tier2SubmitUsersGuide/UsersGuide.html
https://www.epa.gov/epcra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=29&v=HZirRB32qzU


Release Reporting Requirements
EPCRA Section 304 - Emergency Release Notification

Under EPCRA section 304, facilities are required to provide immediate telephone 
notification to the appropriate SERC (or TERC) and LEPC of any releases of 
Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHSs) listed under EPCRA -or- hazardous 
substances listed under Section 302.4 of Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

 EPA recommends a proactive and conservative approach to release reporting; 
“…immediate telephone notification, as soon as practicable” upon knowledge 
of the release.

 Legislative history indicates Congress considered 15 minutes to satisfy the term 
immediately.

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-section-304

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-section-304


Making the Notification

National Response Center (NRC) – (888)-424-8802

Generally via email and Flash Fax

Alabama State Warning Point (AEMA)– (800)-843-0699

AEMA Communications Room notifies the appropriate ADEM Field 
Office depending on location of spill

Notification to either or both entities will satisfy the reporting 
requirement for the SERC/TERC and LEPC and the newly adopted 
Americas Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA)

Release Reporting Requirements



Release Reporting Requirements
EPCRA Section 304 - Follow Up Written Report

Facilities are also required to submit a follow-up report of the 
release within 30 days to the SERC (or TERC) and LEPC (or TEPC):

 Detailing the release event that occurred including quantities if 
known

 Describing response actions during the event by facility staff 
(facility ERP’s)

 Any known or anticipated acute or chronic health risks associated 
with the release

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-section-304

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-section-304


Release Reporting Requirements

EPCRA Section 304 - Follow Up Written Report

Submit the 304 Follow Up Report to: 

AERC – E-mail a .pdf to AL312@adem.alabama.gov

LEPC – Submit a copy in the format requested (contact 
your LEPC)

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-section-304

mailto:AL312@adem.alabama.gov
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-section-304


Field Offices and AOR’s



Questions?

•Beth Woodfin: beth.woodfin@adem.alabama.gov /334-394-4306

•Grady Springer: gspringer@adem.alabama.gov /334-260-2717

*Citations for this presentation can be provided on request*

mailto:beth.woodfin@adem.alabama.gov
mailto:gspringer@adem.alabama.gov

